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Groundbreaking makes library ‘more of a reality’
Across Campus
Grand Valley officials and community leaders will break ground and 
celebrate the start of construction on the new Mary Idema Pew Library 
Learning and Information Commons on Tuesday, September 21.
The ceremony, which is open to the public, will start at noon in a tent 
near the Kirkhof Center. Remarks will be made by President Thomas J. 
Haas, Provost Gayle R. Davis and Shaping Our Future campaign co-chairs 
Jim and Donna Brooks and Dan DeVos.
Kate Pew Wolters, chair of Grand Valley’s Board of Trustees, will also 
speak on behalf of her family. Wolters said the groundbreaking is largely 
ceremonial but added that it “makes the library more of a reality for the 
campus community and our family.
“There are so many people who have worked for years to get to this point, 
it will be great to be able to celebrate with them and look forward to the 
day that we can walk through the front doors together,” Wolters said. 
“This is more than just another building on campus to me, it’s a tangible 
symbol of my mother’s commitment to education and my father’s com-
mitment to Grand Valley.”
The Pew Library will provide approximately 1,500 seats for student study, 
20 group study rooms, and offices and support areas for faculty and staff 
members. There will be room for 150,000 books on open shelves and 
600,000 books in an automated storage/retrieval system. 
It will replace the Zumberge Library on the Allendale Campus that was 
built in 1969 for a projected student body of 5,000; today, there are 24,500 
students enrolled.
In February, Grand Valley officials decided to go forward with the Pew 
Library without waiting for state funding. More than 530 donors have 
contributed nearly $20.5 million to the project, thus far; there is still $4.5 
million to raise. 
Construction will begin in earnest this spring and the library is expected 
to be completed in 2013. Visit gvsu.edu/library/newbuilding to see design 
renderings, floor plans and to take a virtual tour of the library.
New intercultural  
certificate supports 
diversity
A new educational option provides Grand 
Valley students an additional credential often 
sought by employers.
The Intercultural Competence and Experience 
certificate (ICE) provides students with unique 
credentials to enhance their career opportuni-
ties, as well as reinforces Grand Valley’s com-
mitment to inclusion and a supportive envi-
ronment of diversity. The curriculum includes 
three specific intercultural courses and elective 
options from across all disciplines.
“ICE gives students the opportunity to take 
what they have learned about intercultural 
competence from an academic perspective and 
apply it to real world problems by interacting 
with those of different 
genders, sexual ori-
entations, ethnicities 
and religions,” said 
Regina McClinton, 
ICE director.
Students may ful-
fill the experiential 
component through 
placements in diverse 
local internships or 
practicum settings, or 
through a long-term 
study abroad experi-
ence in a more distant cultural setting. Units 
and colleges are invited to submit experientially 
based intercultural courses from their own 
curricula, to serve as additional options for stu-
dents in the certificate program.
“By offering a certificate focused on compe-
tence skills stemming from a knowledge base, 
Grand Valley will be a leader in the area of 
diversity curriculum initiatives in the U.S.,” she 
said. 
McClinton said ICE information sessions 
for interested faculty members will be held 
on Wednesday, September 15, in the Kirkhof 
Center, room 2270; and Thursday, September 
16, in the DeVos Center, 127A. Both sessions 
will run from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
For more information call x12715, or visit www.
gvsu.edu/ice . 
Apply to be among next 
international delegates
The Padnos International Center is accepting 
applications from faculty and staff members 
who are interested in being a member of the 
continues on page 2
Pictured is a rendering of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information 
Commons. A groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for September 21; the library is 
expected to be completed in 2013.
Regina McClinton
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next International Partnership Delegation. Six faculty and staff members 
will be selected to comprise a delegation team to visit the University of 
the West Indies-Mona Campus in Kingston, Jamaica, during the second 
week of March. Transportation and housing costs for delegates will be 
covered by a grant from PIC.
The deadline to apply is November 1; visit www.gvsu.edu/pic for more 
information and an application. Questions can be directed to Meaghann 
Myers-Smith, study abroad adviser, at myersmea@gvsu.edu. 
Schools of Hope seeks more volunteers
For the third straight year, 
Grand Valley is encouraging 
faculty and staff members to 
volunteer for Schools of Hope, 
a Heart of West Michigan 
United Way literacy program.
Schools of Hope matches volunteers with third graders in Grand Rapids 
Public Schools and has a goal of closing the reading achievement gap 
between GRPS and its surrounding suburban schools. 
Sue Sloop, Work Life consultant, said volunteers are asked to meet with 
their student at a school for 30 minutes each week. Volunteers can share a 
student, meaning they would meet every other week for 30 minutes.
Training for Grand Valley participants will be held on September 30 in 
the DeVos Center, room 303C, and October 12 in the Kirkhof Center, room 
1104; both sessions will run from noon-1:30 p.m.
Sloop said 37 faculty and staff members and 87 Grand Valley students par-
ticipated last year. Past volunteers do not need to attend another training 
session. 
Tutoring and reading sessions with GRPS students will likely begin in 
mid-October. GRPS provides materials and recommends students for the 
program. People interested in volunteering should speak with their super-
visor first. Volunteers must also clear Michigan State Police background 
checks. Sloop said the program has been very rewarding. “To know that 
a child is reading better because of the time you spent is very gratifying,” 
she said.
For more information, contact Sloop at x12215 or sloops@gvsu.edu . Grand 
Valley’s United Way campaign runs September 29-October 13.
Student earns Gilman scholarship
Ellise Williams, a film and video major at Grand Valley, received a Gilman 
International Scholarship to study abroad this year.
Williams will attend Edge Hill University, an affiliate program in 
Ormskirk, England. She worked on the scholarship application with help 
from Rebecca Hambleton, director of student abroad and international 
partnerships at the Padnos International Center.
“I’m looking forward to making a lot of new contacts with people 
from different backgrounds,” Williams said. The Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship Program offers grants for U.S. citizen under-
graduate students of limited financial means to pursue academic studies 
abroad. 
The deadline for Grand Valley students to apply for Winter 2011 Gilman 
Scholarships is September 14. Students interested in applying can visit 
the Office of Fellowships in the Frederik Meijer Honors College. Contact 
Amanda Cuevas, director of the Office of Fellowships, at fellowships@
gvsu.edu .
Visit ‘Forum’ online
Forum, Grand Valley’s faculty and staff newsletter is also online at     
www.gvsu.edu/forum .
The site features a page-by-page scroll, links to website and e-mail 
addresses that are mentioned in stories, and a link to submit a Faculty or 
Staff Sketch.
continued from page 1
Did you know that the first administrative 
buildings at Grand Valley were located 
on M-45 in a pair of homes called the 
Grey House and the Pink House?
The above fact and many more details about 
Grand Valley’s rich history can be found in the 
commemorative 50th anniversary book, Grand 
Valley Celebrates 50 Years of Shaping Lives.
Both University Bookstore locations, in the 
Kirkhof Center and DeVos Center, have 
copies of the anniversary book for sale.
The book celebrates the university’s five 
decades by highlighting its people, academics, 
activities and athletics. It is priced at $19.95 
and also is available online at www.gvsu.edu/
ubs . The book contains more than 300 historic 
and newer photographs, a university timeline 
and countless memories of campus life.
The book was written by staff members 
in News and Information Services 
and designed by staff members in 
Institutional Marketing. It was printed 
by Custom Printing in Grand Rapids.
Grand Valley Celebrates 50 Years of Shaping 
Lives tells the story of how L. William Seidman 
and many others in West Michigan took high 
hopes and dedication and convinced Michigan 
legislators to create Grand Valley College. 
For more information about the book, contact 
News and Information Services at x12221. 
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
Relive campus memories with commemorative book
Across Campus continues on page 4
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Opening reception 
celebrates faculty 
exhibition
Grand Valley celebrates Fall Arts Celebration 
2010 and its 50th anniversary year with a series 
of exceptional events. Among them are two 
consecutive Art Gallery exhibitions to showcase 
the diverse talents of faculty members.
Henry Matthews, director of galleries 
and collections, said two exhibitions were 
warranted because of the talent of faculty 
artists from the Department of Art & Design 
and the School of Communications.
MultiMedia I will continue through October 1.  
An opening reception for this exhibition is set 
for Wednesday, September 15, from 5-7 p.m. 
in the Art Gallery, Performing Arts Center.
MultiMedia II exhibition dates are 
October 14-November 19, with an opening 
reception on October 14 from 5-7 p.m. 
More than 60 recent and new works by 28 
faculty members will be featured. A wide range 
of media including animation, installation, 
metals, painting, photography, printmaking, 
sculpture, textiles, video and works on 
paper will be included in the exhibits, which 
will have different artists in each show.
Instead of a typical exhibition catalog, a 
virtual book was developed and is available for 
viewing online at www.gvsu.edu/artgallery  . 
For information about additional Fall Arts  
Celebration 2010 events, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/fallarts . 
Intercultural 
reception planned
The annual Intercultural Student Reception is 
set for Thursday, September 16, from 4-6 p.m. 
in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room.
The event offers an opportunity for faculty  
and staff members and students to network,  
enjoy refreshments and learn about student  
organizations.
Sponsors include Athletics, Campus Recreation, 
Career Services, College of Community 
and Public Service, College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, Counseling and Career 
Development Center, Housing, Admissions, 
Office of Multicultural Affairs, Padnos College 
of Engineering and Computing, Seidman 
College of Business, Student Academic 
Success Center and Women’s Center.
Hauenstein Center event 
highlights presidents, 
philanthropy
Several U.S. presidents used their position 
to stimulate philanthropy, generosity and 
idealism. A conference hosted by Grand 
Valley’s Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies and the Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy will detail the connections 
between presidents and altruism.
“The American Presidency and Philanthropy” 
will run Thursday and Friday, September 16-17,  
in Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center, 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The 
event is free and open to the public. 
Keynote speaker Richard Gunderman 
will discuss Ben Franklin’s lessons in 
giving at 7 p.m. on Thursday. Gunderman 
is an associate professor in the School of 
Medicine and School of Liberal Arts at 
Indiana University. He also teaches in the 
Center on Philanthropy and the Department 
of Philosophy at Indiana University.
Other conference activities include a 
debate on public-private partnerships 
and a panel discussion on sacrifice and 
service from the White House. Visit www.
allpresidents.org for a complete schedule.
Kathy Agard, executive director of the 
Johnson Center, will serve as mistress 
of ceremonies. For more information, 
call the Hauenstein Center at x12770.
Family Weekend offers 
variety of events
New events have been added to the slate 
of Family Weekend activities including 
a 50th anniversary fashion show and 
a preview tour of ArtPrize entries.
Family Weekend, sponsored by Student 
Life, runs Friday-Sunday, September 17-19. 
Activities include dedication of the Connection, 
GVSU Farmers Market and the popular 
Habitat for Humanity lost and found sale. 
Most events are free, some require a paid 
ticket for admission. Highlights are below.
Saturday, September 18: 
• Pancakes with Presidents, Kirkhof Center, 
9:30-11 a.m.: President Thomas J. Haas 
and other student group presidents will 
cook a pancake breakfast; cost is $5.
• ArtPrize Surprise, DeVos Center, noon-2 p.m.: 
Join Henry Matthews, director of galleries 
and collections, for a preview tour of ArtPrize 
entries. Lunch will follow in the University 
Club; cost is $10 and tickets are required.
• 50th Anniversary Lunch, Fashion Show, 
Kirkhof Center, noon-1:30 p.m.: Food 
and fashion from the past five decades 
will be highlighted. Tickets required.
• Knight at the Museum, Ford Presidential 
Museum, noon-2 p.m.: Gleaves Whitney, 
director of the Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies, will give tours of 
the museum, followed by lunch at the 
University Club. Tickets are required.
• Taste of West Michigan, Fieldhouse, 4-6 
p.m.: Taste samples from many popular 
area restaurants; tickets are required.
For a complete list of events or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.gvsu.edu/familyweekend .
Experts discuss future of 
the automotive industry
Vincent Valdmann, director of Renault Nissan 
Purchasing Organization, will explore the 
importance of developing trust in strategic 
partnerships during his first speaking 
engagement in Michigan at the 12th Annual 
Automotive Suppliers Symposium.
The symposium, hosted by Grand Valley’s 
Van Andel Global Trade Center and Seidman 
College of Business, will unlock the energy 
of optimism and innovation for the future 
of the automotive industry. Speakers will 
address the near-and long-term outlooks 
of the industry, as well as the emergence 
of different models of mobility and the 
opportunities they present for suppliers.
The event is set for Wednesday, 
September 22, from 8-11:30 a.m., at 
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center, 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
Registration is $150 and the deadline to register 
without an additional fee is September 15. 
Register online at www.vagtc.org or call x16811.
Pedometer challenge 
highlights anniversary
Faculty and staff members are invited to 
celebrate Grand Valley’s 50th anniversary 
by walking and logging steps for 50 days.
The fifth annual pedometer challenge, 
sponsored by Health and Wellness, runs 
September 22-November 10. Register online at 
www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and click on the 
“Battle of the Valleys Pedometer Challenge” 
icon. The challenge coincides with the Student 
Senate campaign with Saginaw Valley State 
University; faculty and staff at each university 
are encouraged to form teams and log steps.
Two competition levels are available. Prizes 
will be awarded, including the golden 
shoe trophy to the university with the 
highest step average. For more information, 
call Health and Wellness at x12215.
What’s Ahead
An opening reception for the Fall Arts Celebration 
exhibition ‘MultiMedia I’ is set for Wednesday in the 
PAC.
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General Events
Through Oct. 1
Gallery Hours: MultiMedia I: Art and 
Design, School of Communications 
Faculty Celebrate 50th Anniversary. Art 
Gallery, PAC. Call x12563 for informa-
tion.
Mon., Sept. 13
11:30 a.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs 
hosts Hispanic Heritage Celebration 
Kickoff. Cook Carillon Tower. Call 
x12177 for information.
3 p.m.: GVSU Writers Series presents 
Kwadwo Opoku-Agyemang. 2216 KC. 
Call x13898 for information.
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event: Music 
Department presents John Philip Sousa’s 
“El Capitan.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/fallarts for information.
Tues., Sept. 14
4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Celebration 
Event: Life Journeys Reception. 1240 
KC. Call x12177 for information.
Wed., Sept. 15
Noon: Arts at Noon presents GVSU Brass 
Quintet. CDC. Call x13484 for informa-
tion.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for 
information.
5 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event: 
Opening Reception for MultiMedia I. 
Art Gallery, PAC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/     
fallarts for information.
Thurs., Sept. 16
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
4 p.m: Office of Multicultural Affairs hosts 
International Student Reception. GRR, 
KC. Call x12177 for information.
5 p.m.: Writers Series presents Jack Ridl. 
2215 KC. Call x13411 for information.
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts American 
Presidency and Philanthropy Lecture, 
“Ben Franklin’s Lessons in Giving,” 
by Richard Gunderman. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12770 for infor-
mation.
Fri., Sept. 17
8 a.m.-3 p.m.: Hauenstein Center “The 
American Presidency and Philanthropy.” 
View events, locations at www.allpresi-
dents.org .
Sat., Sept. 18
2 p.m.: Dedication of the Connection. 
Courtyard, CON. 
Sports
Wed., Sept. 15
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Ferris State 
University.
Sat., Sept. 18
7 p.m.: Football hosts University of 
Indianapolis (Family Day).
Faculty and staff sketches
In the News
Neil MacDonald, professor of biology, was 
interviewed by the Holland Sentinel for a story 
about the restoration of Pigeon River.
Roger Moiles, affiliate professor of political sci-
ence, was interviewed by WOOD-TV for a story 
about the political power of organized labor.  
Sketches
Jim Penn, associate professor of geography, 
attended the fifth meeting of the Federación 
de Comunidades Nativas Maijuna in Puerto 
Huaman, Peru.
Erik Nordman, assistant professor of biol-
ogy, received a $4,400 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for “Ecological and 
Economic Costs and Benefits Incorporating 
Pollinator and other Beneficial Insect Floral 
Resource Strips in to Vegetable Production 
Systems.”
Kurt Ellenberger, professor of music in the 
Frederik Meijer Honors College, is among art-
ists featured in the new book, The New Face 
of Jazz: An Intimate Look at Today’s Living 
Legends and the Artists of Tomorrow, by Cicily 
Janus. 
Edward Aboufadel, professor of mathemat-
ics, was appointed to the board of the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation, Michigan Great 
Lakes West Chapter. 
George McBane, professor of chemistry, co-
wrote an article, “Photodissociation of Ozone 
in the Hartley Band: Potential Energy Surfaces, 
Nonadiabatic Couplings, and Singlet/Triplet 
Branching Ratio,” published in the Journal of 
Chemical Physics.
Subscribe to  
GVNow alerts
Keep up with campus news by subscribing to 
GVNow, Grand Valley’s daily news website pro-
duced by News and Information Services.
Each day new stories are added to GVNow, 
subscribers will receive an e-mail with news 
headlines and links. Visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow 
and click on “News Alerts” at the bottom of the 
page to subscribe.
Student Food Pantry 
seeks donations
Grand Valley’s Student Food Pantry, located in 
the Women’s Center, Kirkhof Center room 1201, 
is holding a fall kickoff food drive.
The pantry opened in April 2009 and has since 
averaged one customer per day. Organizers 
have suggested donations that are in high 
demand including laundry detergent, sham-
poo/conditioner, pasta sauce, oatmeal, peanut 
butter, canned chicken, cereal, soap, tuna fish, 
pasta, granola bars and toilet paper.
Faculty and staff members who bring in three 
or more items from the suggested list will be 
entered in a drawing to win an Amazon Kindle. 
The food drive will run through September 29,  
and the drawing winner will be announced 
September 30. For more information, contact 
Rachael DeWitt at x12748 or dewittra@gvsu.
edu .
Across Campus
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